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EDITORIALS
This number finishes the first year

under the present management. We
thank our contributors, agents, read-

ers, and all who in any way have
helped in making Olive Trees a suc-

cess.

We hope we can largely increase the
number of our readers this coming
year. If we feel benefited by reading
Olive Trees each month, will we not
try and bring this same help to others
by securing new subscribers?

No matter how good and interest-

ing the paper may be, unless it is

read, it will do no good. Unheard ser-

mons and unread magazines will never
bring the world to Christ.

We will welcome suggestions and
even criticisms, anything and every-

thing that will increase the useful-

ness of Olive Trees to the cause

of Missions and to the Covenanter
Church.

“Don't try to hold God's hand ;
let

Him do the holding, and you do the

trusting."

—

Webb-Peploe.

We are glad to give our readers this

month the article by Dr. S. A. S. Meth-
eny on “Paul's Thorn."

While this is not a question which
is vital, yet it is one that is much dis-

cussed. We feel that this article,

from the pen of one who is a physi-

cian, will stimulate thought and show
us that we may often fail to catch the

full significance of many Bible pas-

sages with which we are familiar.

One to whom we showed the manu-
script said it was “the most complete,

interesting and fresh contribution

that has been published on the in-

firmity of the greatest missionary who
ever lived."

Our readers will enjoy another

letter from Miss McFarland. She and

Miss Forsyth are daily visiting in the

homes and teaching tfce mothers and

children with a zeal and faith in God
which we are sure will be blessed.

The whole church will daily remember
them in prayer. They will furnish

notes on their work each month.
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THE PRESIDENT OF CHINA
A writer in the Chinese Christian

Intelligencer, published in Shanghai,
describes an important interview
which a Chinese missionary recently

had with Li Yuan-Hung, the new Pres-
ident of the Chinese Republic, in the
course of which the President “said
plainly that after a fair trial Con-
fucianism is found to be ill-suited to

the needs of a republic; ‘the system
necessitates an autocrat/ said he, and
the three hang and five lun of Confu-
cianism must be thoroughly investi-

gated before a republic can go on with
efficiency. The principles of equality

and freedom inculcated by the Chris-
tian religion are bound to prevail in

China. The young men and women in

this land who have been taught these
principles are to be depended on. They
make good, strong citizens of the Re-
public. The editor of the Intelligen-

cer adds, “The three hang are ‘auto-

crat, father and husband : the five lun

are the relation of autocrat to the
princes and nobles, of father to son,

of husband to wife, of elder brother to

younger, and of friend to friend/
”

The statement of the new President
is full of encouragement to mission-

aries and of far-reaching significance

to China.

—

The East and the West.

FORGET IT

Has someone played a scurvy trick?

Forget it.

Has someone soaked you with a brick?
Forget it.

Don’t let the memory endure

:

A scheme of vengeance will not cure
A single sore, you may be sure

—

Forget it.

Has someone used your name in vain?
Forget it.

Don’t call upon him to explain.

Forget it.
•

If you are straight and good and true,

What matter what men say of you ?

Don’t fuss, or pause the rag to chew

—

Forget it. —Ex.

MOTHERS’ MEETING, 3D PHILA.
The Mothers’ Meetings at the Third

Church are held every three weeks.
The mothers are mostly of the neigh-

borhood, who do not belong to any
church. Some have united with our
people. There are about 140 on the

roll and an average attendance of 60.

Our Mothers’ Meeting was held on
Friday evening, October 27th. After
the usual devotional exercises, Rev. R.

A. Blair, of our Jewish Mission, ad-

dressed the mothers. He gave us a

very earnest talk, entirely along evan-

gelistic lines. The Spirit of the Lord
was upon him as he made a stirring

appeal at the close of his address. Sev-

eral of the women responded. A social

hour followed.

We are going to have a Mothers’

Party next Friday evening. We will

tell you all about it next month.
Laura M. Adams, Chairman.

The Rev. John Keller, in a historical

sermon in St. Paul’s Church, New
York, brought out certain facts which
will be new to many. The address

was entitled, “The Recognition of the

Holy Bible by the Congress of the

United States.” It affirmed that in

the earliest days of the Republic, Con-
gress, through a period of five years

or more, gave much consideration to

ways and means for providing copies

of the Scriptures to destitute Ameri-
cans. On account of the War of In-

dependence the scarcity of Bibles was
very great and the war risks were so

high that a plan of importing types

and paper for printing 30,000 copies

had to be abandoned. Twenty thou-

sand copies were thereafter ordered
from Scotland and Holland at public

expense. When the Robert Aiken edi-

tion of the Scriptures was published

at Philadelphia, Congress appointed
Doctors White and Duffield to exam-
ine the work and to report on its ac-

curacy. This having been done they
passed a resolution recommending this

edition of the Bible and authorizing
the publication of their recommenda-
tion.

—

Record of Christian Work.
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THE COVENANTER CHURCH

HAS GIVEN NEARLY $11,000.00

TO THE SYRIAN RELIEF

This is good

More is needed

What about the 3,000,000 Starving Souls

in the Levant and China?

Are we going to let them go to a Christ-

less grave?

How much to

help save them?

Collection for China—January 7, 1917
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NEGLECTED
I see a yellow face. It is cold and

dark and still. Around, stand the
friends. They look in vain for a peace-
ful hope on the silent countenance. I

stand beside them and my first glance
reveals “Without hope and without
God in the world, and in eternity.”

I hurry to Africa. As I pass along,
I see a procession. They carry some-
thing on a stretcher. The procession
is halted, and pulling aside the cloth,

an ebony face is seen upturned. The
eyes have ceased to move. There is

no breath. The countenance is fixed

and sad and hopeless. Written are
the words, “I never heard of Jesus
Christ.” Condemned I feel because he
is condemned. Shamed am I because
he is eternally shamed.

I enter an American cemetery. As
I pass along I read from the beautiful
stones. On one I see the words, “Here
lies an unbeliever. He went to church
and came away unnoticed. He wanted
sympathy, but found none. A kind
word would have turned him into the
narrow gate, but no word came and he
became hardened. He died without
hope, to the eternal shame of those
who might have helped.

On another stone I read, “No man
spake to my soul. For years in my
timidity I longed for my Christian
companions to talk to me about Christ,

and, finally, when no word was said, I

thought, “No one cares.” At last I got

so hardened that I could feel comfort-
able only with the hardened godless

sinner.”

On another were the words of con-

demnation, “0 that I might have had
a kindly smile and a word of encour-
agement for then this dust would, by
and by, have been happily reunited

with a soul which now suffers in tor-

ment.”

On and on I went and the truth ap-

palled me. I covered my face in

shame, for had I not been slack and
selfish; had I not said, every man in

America has access to the Bible, and
if he is lost can blame only himself.

Had I not said of the non-churchgoers,
they know there is service and I am
not going to bother my head inviting
them. They are not much anyway.
Most likely they will go away and
make fun of what they see and hear.

For shame, 0 man, who bears the
.name of Him who gave himself that
you might live, that you are so indif-
ferent to the death of him who is dead,
but who might be made alive if you
would do the part of a brother to him.
The cemeteries of the world are full

of unsaved dead because the soldiers
of Jesus Christ have thrown down
their guns and sneaked away like

cowards. How will it be henceforth
with those for which you are respon-
sible? J. D. Edgar, Stafford, Kas.

An alarming weakness among Chris-
tians is that we are producing Chris-
tian activities faster than we are pro-
ducing Christian experience and
Christian faith

; that the discipline of

our souls and the deepening of our ac-

quaintance with God are not proving
sufficiently thorough to enable us to

meet the unprecedented expansion of

opportunity and responsibility of our
generation .—John R. Mott .

EIGHT HUNDRED SOLDIERS
It is difficult for us who read our

newspapers twice a day, and whose
conscious, or sub-conscious, thoughts
are unceasingly connected with the

war, to realize that there are millions

of British subjects who have com-
pletely failed to grasp its significance.

Thus a missionary from India writes

:

“A people entirely ignorant of pol-

itics and history cannot understand
the history of the world. After the

newspapers had for several months
written of the great happenings in

Europe, an Indian Raja (Prince) said:

‘Sahib, I have just heard that the King
of England has eight hundred soldiers

and the German Kaiser nearly as

many ! Of course, as an enlightened

man I do not believe it. Things today

are so surprisingly exaggerated.’ ”

—

The East and the West.
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SPECIAL ARTICLES

II CORINTHIANS XII, 7

St. Paul’s Thorn—What Was It?

It is now generally accepted that the

“Thorn in the Flesh” was some form
of physical weakness. Paul says that

the thorn or “stake” was in the flesh

;

and again he writes, “bearing about in

the body the dying of the Lord Jesus”

(2 Cor. 4, 10) ; “I bear in my body the

marks (stigmata) of the Lord Jesus”

(Gal. 6, 17).
Sir William M. Ramsay, the great-

est living authority on St. Paul, puts

up a strong argument “that this mal-

ady was a species of chronic malaria

fever” (“St. Paul, the Traveler, and

the Roman Citizen,” pg. 94 at seq.).

Admitting a strong probability that

Paul was a sufferer from chronic ma-
laria does not preclude the possibility

that at the same time he had some dis-

ease of his eyes, which doubtless was
aggravated by recurrent attacks of

malaria.

While it is not possible to establish

absolute proof, there are some general

considerations we should note, and
there are some particular observations

which seem to be accumulative and
make the proposition worthy of our

attention.

Some general considerations: We
know that he became blind as a result

of the vision at noonday (Acts 9, 8) ;

he remained blind for three (3) days

(Acts 9, 9) ;
he received his sight after

that Ananias had put his hands upon
him (Acts 9, 17 and 18) . Might it not

be that his sight was only partially re-

stored as in the miracle on record in

Mark 8, 24 : “I see men, as trees walk-

ing?” This point, however, is not es-

sential to the argument. Luke does

not record “that scales fell from his
eyes,” but “there fell from his eyes as
it were scales.” There had shined
round about him a light from heaven
above the brightness of the mid-day
sun. This may have given rise to an
inflammation of the cornea with a
scaly formation; or it is more likely

to have been a severe form of ophthal-
mia (purulent conjunctivitis) and the
intervening three days of blindness
would explain the formation on the
eyelids of incrustations of inspissated
exudate, which is so characteristic of

the disease.

Following out the theory that the
“thorn” was some affection of the eye,

let us note in particular these points

:

1. Galatians 4, 13 to 15. After writ-
ing concerning his infirmity of the
flesh, he states “I bear you record,

that, if it had been possible ye would
have plucked out your own eyes, and
have given them to me.” Surely, had
it been some other form of bodily in-

firmity, he would not have made such
particular mention of their eyes.

Paul came to the Galatians pro-

claiming that the Lord Jesus was
risen from the dead. “How dost thou
know?” “I have seen Him,” said he,

“alive after His passion.” “Thou art

beside thyself, surely, a disordered
imagination deceived thee.” He had
only to point to his seared and branded
eyes and ask, “Do mental delusions

leave such marks ?” This evidence,

“my temptation which was in my
flesh” the Galatians “despised not nor
rejected; but received me as an angel

of God, even as Christ Jesus.”

2. In Acts 13, 9, we read
—“Then

Saul. . . .set his eyes on him;” in Acts

23, 1, the same Greek word (“aten-

idzo,” to look intently, gaze at) is ren-

dered “earnestly beholding.” This
anxious peering may be noted on en-

tering the room of one whose eyesight

has failed to any considerable degree.

The person who is purblind will hear
the footstep and but dimly discern a
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man as a form walking will “set his
eyes on” the one who is coming, “ear-
nestly beholding” to see who it may be.

3. It is really remarkable that there
should be any traditional account of
the personal appearance of St. Paul.
In the two which have come down to
us, he is said to have had “contracted
eyebrows” (Malalas, x. p. 257, Ed.
Bonn; Nicephoris, H. E. ii, 37), Cony-
beare and Howson, “The Life ,

Times
and Travels of St. Paul ” Chapter 5,

foot note. Photophobia resulting in
contracted eye-brows from the effort

to exclude light from the inflamed eye,
is characteristic of ophthalmia.

4. Why did Paul not recognize the
high priest, when he appeared before
the council (Acts 23) ? We are told

in the first verse that he
u
earnestly be-

holding,” etc. Paul, the prisoner, was
trying to become acquainted with his

surroundings; trying to make- out who
was there, whether friend or foe. He
was not very successful, for he did not
know where the high priest was sit-

ting. He heard a voice commanding
those who stood by to “smite him on
the mouth,” but “wist not that it was
the high priest.” Had his vision been
normal he would have had no difficulty

in placing the priest even if he had
never seen him before, the official

robes of the high priest would have
distinguished him from the other

members of the council. Paul, how-
ever, could see only a blurred line

where the priests sat in their white
vestments. We can see the flash of his

“half-quenched orbs” as he cries out

“God shall smite thee, thou whited
wall.” “We can picture,” writes Dr,

John Brown, “the great apostle, who
was a thorough gentleman, stretching

forward, and shading his eyes to see

better, and saying ‘Pardon me, I did

not know it was the high priest/ ‘I

wist not, brethren/ ”

5. In Philemon 9 he makes his ap-

peal as “Paul the aged,” and strength-

ens this by referring to himself as “a
prisoner of Jesus Christ.” The defect-

ive eyesight, which probably increased

with the infirmities of old age, made
imperative the employment of an
amanuensis, but to give authenticity
to the epistles he was wont to write
the peroration or “salutation” himself—in his own handwriting (see I Cor.
16, 21; Col. 4, 18). In 2 Thes. 3, 17,
he adds, “which is the token in every
epistle; so I write.” In Galatians 6, 11,
he has written, “ye see with what large
letters I have written unto you with
my own hand.” Not “letter,” but “let-

ters”—the Dative plural, the Dative of
Means. He draws their attention to

his reason for the employment of an
amanuensis in writing to a people so

greatly beloved. “Observe the size of

the characters in which I have written
with my own hand.” The laboriously

painful writing of one who can scarce

see to frame his letters aright. Paul,

the Aged; Paul, the Prisoner; Paul,

the Blind.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Abbott, “The Life and Letters of

Paul, the Apostle ;” Brown, “St. Paul’s

Thorn in the Flesh;” Conybeare and
Howson, “Life, Time and Travels of

St. Paul;” Farrar, “Life and Work of

St. Paul;” Fouard, “St. Paul and His

Missions;” Peloubet, “Acts of the

Apostles ;” Ramsay, “St. Paul, the

Traveler and the Roman Citizen ;”* Sa-

batier, “L’apotre Paul ;” Stalker, “Life

of St. Paul;” Taylor, “St. Paul, the

Missionary.”
S. A. S. Metheny, M. D.

Collection for Mission in China,

January 7th. Amount asked,

$,30,000.00.

Read the items from Dr. Robb’s

letter in “News from the Field,”

this issue.

Pastors Please Announce.
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AS-SITT LAIYA
J. M. BALPH

As sometimes, in our walks, we
find, far up upon the mountain side,

or deep within the forest, a flower of

wondrous beauty or most exquisite

fragrance; so at times do we find,

most unexpectedly, amidst environ-
ments seemingly unfavorable, a life,

lowly and unknown beyond a limited

circle, but radiant with beauty and
redolent with those graces and qual-

ities that we so much admire.

The subject of this sketch was such
an one. One of the lowly ones of

earth ; but to those who knew her, her
life was a benediction; as she bore
with beautiful and patient resigna-
tion, “A thorn in the flesh” that
would have fretted and discouraged
a less courageous soul.

Mrs. Shemmaa, or As-Sitt Laiya
(The Lady Laiya) was born at

Hums, Syria. When a little more
than twenty years of age she was
married to a man from the same city,

a few years her senior. They were
both Christians, and as they began
life together, everything seemed pro-

pitious for the future; but disease
laid its hand upon her, and after
weeks of suffering, left her sightless

;

but her courage was not daunted, nor
for orice did her faith waver. She
immediately set about to adapt her-
self to the changed circumstances
that her loss had occasioned.

Her husband was then engaged, as
colporteur and evangelist, with the
American Mission in Beyrout, and
they resided in a village on the sea-

ward slope of Lebanon, not far away
from that city. Necessarily, he was
away from home much of the time,
but undeterred by circumstances, she
undertook and mastered the difficult

task of keeping her house without
the aid of sight; and she succeeded
to such a remarkable degree, that her
home was always a model of neatness.
In 1882 her husband was received
into the employ of our mission in

Latakia, in which he remained until

the time of his death in 1911. She
was, therefore, in intimate associa-

tion with the missionaries there for
many years. She always loved to

visit at their homes, and have them
visit her; and it was a delight to do
so, for theirs was pre-eminently a

Christian home. Both she and her
husband had the love and respect of

every one who knew them. They
had never had any children to gladden
their lives, a lack that is very keenly
felt in the East; but mutual love

made life's burdens easy, and taught
the lesson of patience under difficul-

ties.

She survived her husband nearly
four years: being called home in De-
cember, 1914. During the greater
part of that time, she lived alone. She
was at times a great sufferer, but her
life was always buoyed up by her'

faith in her Savior.

She was never absent from the

public services of God's house, except
when prevented by sickness. Her
delight was in the Word; much of

which she had stored up in her mem-
ory. She was always anxious to have
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it read to her; and it was a pleasure
and a privilege to do so, she always
seemed to receive it so gladly. She
was spared the one thing that she
most feared ; that of becoming a bur-
den to others. The day she died she
was in her usual health ; towards
evening she lay down for a few mo-
ments to rest; a short time after, a

neighbor coming in, found that she
was dying and before any one could

be called she had passed away.
Glorious change ; darkness no long-

er; her eyes had opened upon the

unseen things, the vision of eternal

day for which she had waited so long.

She looked upon her Savior.

FROM OUR JEWISH MISSION
One test of religion is the comfort

it affords in time of trouble.

It was a Jewish family in trouble
because of the father's death that I

first visited with Miss Forsyth when
I returned in November to our Mis-
sion of the Covenant. The members
of this household have lost faith in

the Jewish beliefs and have ceased to

observe Jewish customs, yet on this

occasion tried to carry out the re-

quired ceremonies.
After the father's death ten men

came to this home to read or repeat
the prescribed prayers. While they
prayed they wore phalacteries strap-
ped on their heads. (If by accident
one of these is ever dropped on the
floor a fast of a week is the punish-
ment) .

The members of the family over
twelve years of age sat on the floor

for eight days eating their meals off

chairs. None of them went outside
the house during this time. For a

year the oldest son must go to the
synagogue three times a day to read
the prayers of a son for a father.

On special feast days the following
prayer will be offered: “May God re-

member the soul of our honored father
who is gone to his repose, for that I

now solemnly offer charity for his

sake; in reward of this may his soul

enjoy eternal life with the souls of

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Re-
becca, Rachel and Leah, and the rest

of the righteous males and females
that are in Paradise; and let us say
Amen !"

In spite of all the efforts of this

family to perform the rites they failed

in some particulars and were accord-
ingly subjected to taunts of friends
and neighbors.
What a bondage it all is ! It is hard

for us to realize how people who have
come to this land for freedom will

submit to these man-made laws.

Their answer as to the reason for

any practice is “It's the Jewish re-

ligion." The faces of those who come
to our door and of those who crowd
us on the streets show how little com-
fort, peace and hope it affords them.

So it is in the midst of throngs of

these Jewish people bringing their re-

ligious laws and traditions from their

home lands—Russia, Poland and Ger-
many—that our Mission stands, seek-

ing to testify to Christ and the com-
fort, peace and hope that He alone

can bring to hearts opened to receive

Him.
The temporal needs of these people

are matters of great concern to them,
and like others of us they cannot learn

that “all these things will be added"
by the Great Giver if the conditions

are fulfilled.

Not a day passes without seeing

women and children in distress com-
ing to the Mission door. This season

offers work for all able-bodied men
and women, but in many homes the

wage-earners are incapacitated. Miss
Forsyth has been able to help many
by recommending them to philan-

thropic agencies of the city, but there

are numbers in distress not eligible to

receive help from these. Through the

kindness of friends the Mission has

aided in cases of great distress, but

funds for this purpose are quite in-

adequate.
Mothers’ and children's meetings
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and classes on the Sabbath are well

attended. Help given in all these

meetings by young people from the
Philadelphia congregations is greatly

appreciated.
As one learns of the many agencies

in this part of the city for carrying
on social and religious work it would
seem as if the ground were well cov-

ered, but later it is seen that in these

crowds the agencies don’t overlap

—

much less touch—on their borders.

So our Mission has its place and own
field, and it only remains for us to cul-

tivate it.

And now when the work is to be
deprived of the supervision of Rev.
R. A. Blair, the church should feel a

special responsibility in remembering
in prayer the Board of the Jewish
Mission and workers that they may
have special help and direction in

planning for the future.

Emma M. McFarland.

Expect to have articles from Mr. Slater

and Bloomington for January issue.

WHAT MISSIONARIES HAVE
DONE FOR CHINA

By His Excellency,

Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo,

Washington, D. C.,

Chinese Minister to America.

At our request, Minister Koo has sent us

the following statement through his secre-

tary, Dr. W. P. Wei. It will be read with

interest, not only as revealing the friendly

attitude of a high Chinese official, but as an
evidence of how Christians in America may
further help the great Chinese people solve

the problems that confront them.—Editor.

In the first place, China owes a

great deal to the foreign missionaries

for the introduction of modern edu-

cation. Not only through their trans-

lation of books of modern science, but

also through their personal efforts in

teaching modern science and arts and

in establishing modern schools and

colleges, missionaries, particularly

those from this country, have awak-

ened an interest on the part of the
Chinese masses in the importance and
value of modern education. The pres-
ent widespread educational movement
in China is traceable in its origin to a

very large extent to the humble ef-

forts begun half a century ago by
pioneer missionaries of the Christian
Church in China. The efficiency of

missionary institutions in training
men of discipline and character is a
fact generally admitted. Indeed,
many of the missionary schools and
colleges are recognized as among the

best of our educational institutions.

In the second place, the missionary

,

as a doctor, has rendered no less serv-

ice to China than as an educator. The
missionary hospitals and dispensaries

numbering, I am informed, nearly

four hundred, are not only places of

comfort to the sick and suffering, but
also serve as centers from which the

light of modern medical science radi-

ates to the length and breadth of

China.
Then the missionary as a moral and

religious teacher and as a social re-

former has been a distinct force in

China. Perhaps no one can tell how
many miserable lives have been made
happy and how many living in dark-

ness have been brought to see the

light by missionary teaching. Many
of the epoch-making reforms, such as

the suppression of opium and aboli-

tion of footbinding, etc., have been

brought about with no little support

from the workers of the Christian

Church in China.
I hold missionary work in high re-

gard, as do many of my fellow-coun-

trymen. The Christian Church has

not only rendered valuable service in

propagating Christian doctrines, but

has by her various activities contrib-

uted to the modernization of China,

and under the new regime of republi-

canism Christianity is bound to make
even more rapid progress and accom-

plish much more in China than she

has in the past.

—

Missionary Review

of the World.
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YOU ARE INVITED
to attend the services, November 5-1,, in connection with the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper at Cache Creek M ssion.

Time. Subject. Leader
Monday, 2.00 P. M. Prayer for people that have

trouble. Mrs. O. F. Thompson
Monday, 7.30 P. M. The Joy of the Christian’s

life. John Gilbreath
Tuesday, 2.00 P. M. How can we help other

people? Mrs. Snodgrass
Tuesday, 7.30 P. M. The foundation of the Chris-

tian’s joy.

Mr. Vail

Wednesday, 2.00 P. M. We must have faith in

Christ.

Robert Popoweeti

Wednesday, 7.30 P. M. Our love for God. Henry Wallace
Thursday, 2.00 P. M. The blood of Christ. Mary Koassechoney
Thursday, 7.30 P. M. The ten virgins. Yellowfish
Friday, 10.00 A. M. Sermon by Dr. W. W. Car-

ithers.

Friday, 2.00 P. M. Sermon by Rev. O. F.
Thompson.

Friday, 7.30 P. M. Jacob’s Vision. Mrs. Yellowfish
Saturday, 10.00 A. M. Sermon by Dr. W. W. Car-

ithers.

Saturday, 2.00 P. M. Meeting of Session.
Saturday, 7.30 P. M. Prayer for those who are out

of the Way. Timothy Yellowfish
Sabbath, 10.00 A. M. Sermon by Dr. W. W. Car-

ithers.

Sabbath, 2.00 P. M. The Lord’s Supper.
Sabbath, 7.30 P. M. Praise Service. Wilbur Achilta
Monday, 10.00 A. M. Sermon by Dr. W. W. Car-

ithers.

Beginning with Sabbath, November 12, the Sabbath services through the
winter will begin at 2.00 P. M.

Prayer Meetings after this date at 4.00 P. M. each Wednesday.
In sending above programme, Mr. Thompson adds “we are in the midst

of a fine Communion. The meetings are going well and the Indians seem much
interested.”

Extracts from a letter concerning
the recent Communion at the Indian
Mission

:

You have seen the programs so will

know something of the plans for the

meetings last week.
The attendance was better than I

ever saw it from the first day. Usually
we have people straggling in late, and
only a few on Monday and Tuesday,
but this time all were in camp early

and well settled, and seemed to have
come with the purpose of getting the
most from the meetings, for nearly all

were in church on time for every

meeting and stayed till the close.

Henry Wallace had given some ex-

hortation along this line the Sabbath
before but then the right spirit was
in the people or they would not have
responded so heartily.

There were many babies and little

children, and I realized as I never did

before how very little their mothers
could get from the meetings. The
women filled up their side of the

church at all the services, and even

when the wind blew as it can here,



OLIVE TREES

and when a storm came on Friday,
they all turned out in full force, and
no one was any the worse for it.

The singing was more general than
I have ever known it. We. had the
Comanche Psalms often and the In-

dians sing them well. They are learn-

ing to use the books better, and the
children know many Psalms and take
delight in singing.

Yellowfish had some of his talks in-

terpreted for us by his son Timothy.
At one meeting he told how hard it

was to believe when you could not
read for yourself, but he said he had
tried hard to listen to all that others
told him of God’s Word and to re-

member it, and then to tell it to other
peonle, iust as he heard it. He urged
all the Indians to listen well and take
every chance of learning more of the
Bible and then not to go away and
forget it.

The young Indian elder led the
meeting on Saturday night and made
careful nrenaration for it. He talked
in English first and then in Comanche
telling the neonle of two flags. Jesus’

flag and Satan’s flag, and said, “I am
going under Jesus’ flag and I want you
all to orav for me that I mav stay
there, and not go under Satan’s flag,

and I want you all to come under
Jesus’ flag.” The young men were out

in force, and it would mean a good
deal to them to have one of their own
number speak to them like that.

-!•

There was little confusion on. Sab-
bath. but all was well arranged and
carried out. There was a fine spirit

through all the service. We are sure
there are good days in store for the

congregation.
* * * *

We had prayers offered in three

languages Sabbath night. The sing-

ing was so good that night that it

seemed hard to find a place to stop for

many had chosen Psalms they wanted
sung.
Monday was a cold, bleak day, but

the church was well filled for the clos-
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ing service. The Indian talks were
especially good and practical. Many
emphasized regular attendance at the
Sabbath and Wednesday meetings,
and we all felt that it was this that
had helped to make the Communion
week so good. In all these years I

cannot remember a season when there
has been such good and regular at-
tendance at these meetings as in the
months since last Communion time.
They have started out well this

Wednesday again, for we had a full
meeting and a great time of hand-
shaking afterwards.

THE GOSPEL
was written that You believing, might have LIFE through
HIS NAME. [John 20:31; Acts 4:12.]

^“"WHOSOEVER believeth in Him shall not parish
but have ETERNAL LIFE; for

God SO LOVED

that He gave His

Only begotten

Son that

believing in Him should not

Perish, but have

Everlasting

Life," [John 3:15,16.]

HOW gsr LIFE?
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The following letter was kindly

sent us by Dr. Sommerville

:

Onua, Malekula, New Hebrides.

August 30, 1916.

My dear Dr. Sommerville.

It is some time since I have written

you, and as a Committee in New York
asked for statistics of our Mission, I

am sending you a copy of them so far

as made up.

Owing to the war we have a smaller

staff, and things are rather uncertain.

The Presbyterian Church of New Zea-

land won’t build a hospital “until the

war is well over,” which may mean
anything. I think they are waiting to

see whether the islands come entirely

under the British flag, as we hope

they will.

A white man shot a native lately.

It was a quarrel between two whites,

and the native in a friendly way tried

to make peace. One man deliberately

went to his box, took out his revolver,

and shot the native dead. The “as-

sessors,” a jury, were inclined to let

the white off, but the judge insisted

on his being given six months.
On the other hand nothing is done

to natives who do wrong. The native
who with loaded musket took a girl

out of our school and compelled her
to live with him had nothing done to

him. And cases of rape are treated

with contempt.
A quiet, inoffensive British subject

in July, about eighteen miles from
here, on the coast, was brutally mur-
dered along with five children by the
North Malekula bushmen. They sold

the man some nuts about dusk. He
then sat down, perhaps, to chat and
had a pipe in one hand and tobacco in

the other, when they killed him with
his own axe. They then rushed on the
children, who were cut to pieces. One
boy was taken away to be eaten. Mr.
King, our British resident, at once
visited the place but he could do noth-
ing.

A French-Tonquin half-caste came
ashore to do work for a local French-
man. They had a few days’ carousal,
and it resulted in the death of the car-
penter from excessive blood-vomiting.
The natives in digging his grave un-
earthed the skull of a man they had
killed and eaten over twenty years
ago. The skull was decayed but we
could still see the marks of the blows
that killed him. This poor French-
Tonquinese never knew who his
mother was, as she repudiated him
when he was a baby, and his Tonquin
father brought him up. This poor
chap is a typical case of some of our
French. He “never had a chance” as
a Frenchman said of him at the burial
service which I conducted. And to
us such are a greater problem than
the cannibal natives.

Our Synod was held 65 miles from
here at South West Bay, Malekula.
We had a good meeting. Every Mis-
sion district had given generously to
the relief of the Belgians, and in this

time of war when food and clothing
cost more, and they get far less for
their coxia, the native church has
given more liberally to the support of

their teachers and the work in gen-
eral. This is as it ought to be.

Our Senior Missionary was Rev.
Peter Milne, who has lost a son in the
war, and has another, a doctor, at the
front. Mr. Milne is about 84, and has
been in the New Hebrides since 1868.
He is as keen as ever in brain, though
naturally failing a little physically.

He took an interest in all the debates,

and business, and of all Synod is our
best raconteur. We only really dis-

covered his full powers of humor and
store of anecdotes in the last few
years.

With very kind regards to Mrs.
Somerville and yourself.

Yours very sincerely,

Fred. S. Paton.

“Jesus never turns water into wine
for those who are invited to the wed-
ding but decline to come.”

—

Ex.
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Edited by Mrs. Findley M. Wilson, 2517 North Franklin Street,

Philadelphia, Penna.

We are glad to learn that our mis-

sionaries to China have reached their

destinations ere this. The Robbs and

Dr. McBurney were due at Tak Hing

the week of November 5th. Mr. and

Mrs. Mitchell and Miss Dean would go

on to Lo Ting and probably reach

there a week later.

It is presumed that Miss Brownlee

parted from the others at Hong Kong
and went to Canton, as arrangements

had been made for her to have a year’s

study in the Union Language School

there. The school opened October 1st.

Dr. Robb, taking time by the forelock

sent a text book to Miss Brownlee be-

fore she left Seattle so that she might

begin her study on the steamer and

thus be abreast of her class when she

reached Canton.
* * * *

Mr. Mitchell wrote on board the S.

S. Monteagle, October 26th

:

“This has been a busy day among

the passengers on the Monteagle, as

we are due in Yokohama tomorrow

morning and everybody has been get-

ting letters ready to send back. We
have had very little of importance to

report on our journey. I suppose

there have been more important events

to those who are making the trip for

the first time than to those of us who

have been across several times. Miss

Dean and I went to Vancouver and

took the steamer as our baggage had

gone on there. We had the privilege

of visiting Mrs. Dunham and her fam-

ily while in Vancouver. We sailed

from there at 4 o’clock Tuesday after-

noon, October 11. We met the others

at Victoria about 11 o’clock, and by
midnight we were on our way and
have been going ever since. By to-

morrow we will have been at sea about

sixteen days, the longest I, at least,

have ever been on shipboard without

any stop. We were in sight of the

Aleutian Island the most of one day
and have been in sight of the coast of

Japan most of today.

“We have had a very good company
on board. The greater part of the pas-

sengers are missionaries going to

Japan, Korea, North China, South

China and India. It has been an

agreeable crowd and we have had good

times together. The accommodations

on the Monteagle are not quite as good

as the first-class steamers, but there is

more of a democratic spirit among the

crew and the passengers.

“We have had a few days in which

the ship has rolled a little, not very

much, but just enough to make some

of us take to our beds and wish we
were at the end of the journey. Some
of our little party got along very well

but others of us make no pretense at

being good sailors. I will mention no

names for I do not think it wise to get

too personal about some matters.

“We are due in Hong Kong about the

first Monday of November if every-

thing goes all right. That will make it

so that we can get to Tak Hing that

week and then to Lo Ting about the

middle of the following week. We will

be glad to get home again after our

months of wandering.” Our readers
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will note the significant fact that they

regard their place of work as “home.”
* * * *

Many will sympathize with Miss

Ella Margaret Stewart, of our Lo Ting

station, in the death of her older sister,

Mrs. Jennie Stewart Thome, who pass-

ed away at her home in Zanesville, 0.,

November 11. Mrs. Thome leaves

three little children, her husband, and

two sisters and two brothers to mourn
her early demise.

* * * *

Larnaca, Cyprus.—Mr. Charles A.

Stewart, of the American Academy at

Larnaca has furnished us the follow-

ing news items which we are sure will

be read with interest

:

“On May 13th the Academy track

team went up to Nicosia for the annual
field and track meet with the English

school. The trip each way was made
in a Ford car and its trailer. Two boys

entered from each school for each of

the twelve events. The Academy boys

lost some events which they should

have won at the first, so that at the

end of the sixth event the English

school team was fourteen points ahead.

By taking good care of the fellows,

after and between events, we man-

aged to win out by sixteen points. Real

American College spirit showed itself

that night on the trip back. The shield,

which is competed for each year, now
graces our study hall. The shield was

presented by the last High Commis-

sioner of the Island, just before he left.

Our boys won it the first year by fif-

teen or sixteen points, and then lost it

by only four points.”
* * * *

“We were very sorry to have to bid

Mr. Dwight Conner farewell, on June

13, when he sailed back to the States.

There being so few of us we miss the

one who leaves so much, and the call

from home gets rather strong on such
an occasion. Mr. Conner was very
popular with the boys. His banjo also

made him very popular and in demand
at all social functions.”

* * * *

“Closing exercises were held June
15. Recitations, songs and essays,

were given in a variety of tongues

—

English, French, Greek, Turkish and
Armenian. There was a graduating

class of five—three Greeks, one Syr-

ian and one Armenian. Prizes were
awarded to the two boys who secured

the highest grades in each class. A
watch was awarded as a General Ex-

cellence Prize by the Larnaca District

Commissioner ; and two prizes for the

two boys who had shown the most
marked progress in English, were the

gift of the English Judge here. The
exercises closed with a talk from the

Judge, and Mr. McCarroll’s farewell

speech to the graduates as they re-

ceived their certificates.”
* * * *

“A severe heat wave settled down
over us from the day school closed,

and we were all glad to get up to the

mountains, where Dr. McCarroll and
family had rented a summer home. I

certainly did enjoy the open air tent

life amongst the pines. Tennis and
long tramps put us in fine trim for

another year’s work. I for one did

enjoy Mrs. McCarroll’s American
cooking. How often during the school

year we bachelors, living in the school,

long for some particular American
dish or other ! Mr. McCarroll can now
sympathize with us since his family

is not here.”
* * * *

“School opened on September 25th,

and was soon in good running order.

By doubling up work a bit we ar-
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ranged to get along until Mr. Wilbur
Weir joined us on October 10th. He
received a hearty welcome, and is get-

ting right into the run of things, al-

though he has one rather severe initi-

ation ahead of him yet—and that is

his first whole day on duty. We can
refer you to Messrs. R. E. Smith and
D. H. Conner if anyone cares to know
just what a day on duty may mean.”

* * * *

“There are eleven teachers on our
staff this year, and four are our own
graduates—two of whom are last

year men. Several teach classes over

in the Girls’ School. We have man-
aged so that Mr. McCarroll can de-

vote more time to the Girls’ School and
his other work by freeing him from
as much class work as he formerly car-

ried in the Academy.”
$ sfc H*

“Quite a large number of the stu-

dents are new boys. This is especially

true of the boarders. Over 130 names
are on the roll and of these thirty-five

are boarders.”

“A large number of mules and mule-

teers have been taken from the Island

to Salonika. At least twelve of our

students, ex-students and graduates

are now serving as interpreters for

the muleteers that are at Salonika. We
rather encourage their going, as they

get good pay and get a chance to learn

how to stand on their own feet. Quite

a number of our boys have left for

America, Egypt and France. We hear

now that no men of military age are

to leave the Island.”
* * * *

“Attendance at the morning Eng-
lish service has been very encouraging.

A number of the Scotch soldiers at-

tend. A quartet, made up of two sol-

diers and two teachers, has improved

the singing part of the service.”

* * * *

“Dr. McCarroll and family were

down to spend the last week-end with

us. We do enjoy these visits from

the only American family in the

Island, and we regret that our small
circle out here cannot get together
oftener. All in the circle are well. The
weather is fine, in spite of the fact that
we have had no rain yet to lay the
dust. The nights are cooler than we
usually find them at this time of the
year.”

“Last mail boat we received three
weeks’ mail, as we had missed out on
getting any mail from either America
or England for three mails.”

All these notes from Mr. Stewart
are so interesting we hope to hear
from him soon again.

From Rev. Walter McCarroll’s letter

of October 17th the prospects are for
a good year in the Academy. He says

:

“You will, of course, have received the
cable announcing the safe arrival of

Mr. Weir. He was delayed on the way
but he rejoiced that he finally reached
here without mishap and in good spir-

its. He is just the kind of a man we
want, and I think he will do good work.
“We had been running a couple of

weeks when he got in but we man-
aged to get along.

“Have a full school this year. About
135 boys in the Academy, and some
30 girls in the Girls’ School, and 10

little children in the Armenian School.

“We have opened a kind of Y. M. C.

A. hut for the soldiers, where they can

come and read or have tea, or even
supper if they want it. We have a

concert of a kind for them once a

week. A number of the soldiers are

Presbyterians, so have an English

service for their benefit, and when
the teachers and boarders get in we
have a congregation of about ninety

people. You can imagine that we are

all pretty busy keeping four institu-.

tions going.”

The following from the new teacher

in the American Academy at Larnaca

has just been received. It is dated

October 24, 1916:

“My trip to Cyprus was uncertain at
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times but, nevertheless, enjoyable. The
British Consul at New York advised
me not to undertake the trip on ac-
count of recent restrictions regarding
Americans traveling in Egypt. Noth-
ing, however, stood in the way of my
going to England, so I sailed from
New York on September 2 as the board
had planned.

“We arrived at Liverpool the even-
ing of September 10. My destination
being London, I was ordered to go
there at once. It required four days
to get a special permit to land in

Egypt. Then, upon interviewing the
French authorities, I was refused per-

mission to cross France on the ground
that it was possible to go to Egypt by
boat. English passenger boats were
leaving on the two following days, but
one was full, while the other was leav-

ing from a dock where no alien could
embark, there being no government of-

ficial stationed there. A week passed
before I could get a boat for Egypt,
so on September 22 I left Liverpool
for Port Said, going via Gibraltar. The
voyage was made in thirteen days and
after a few days waiting in Port Said,

I caught the Cyprus boat, arriving

here October 10.

“School had begun when I arrived,

so I began work at once. New aspects

of the work appear each day, all of

which tend to make the work more in-

teresting.

“Sincerely,

“Wilbur Weir.”

It will be of more than usual interest

that at the recent meeting of the Board
Dr. J. M. Wright, of our hospital at

Tak Hing, was appointed to the med-
ical staff of the Canton Union Hos-
pital. This hospital is in process of

organization. The Canton Medical
Missionary Society, which for seventy-

five years has been conducting the

Canton Hospital, proposes to lease to

the new organization all its properties

for a merely nominal sum. Rung Yee

medical school will also unite in the
project. Each Protestant Mission in
the province has been asked to co-op-
erate in the founding of this Canton
Union Hospital. From the beginning
the committee, having in hand the
merging of these different medical
factors in the new institution, has been
desirous of securing our Dr. Wright
for the medical staff. The considera-
tion which led our Board to conclude
that Dr. Wright should be spared from
our own hospital is that the Canton
Union Hospital affords a rare oppor-
tunity to bring the medical educational
work of South China under Christian
influence. We hope there will not be
repeated in China what has already
largely taken place in parts of Turkey,
namely, that the practice of modern
medicine shall pass from under Chris-
tian control into the hands of men who
care for medicine only as a means of
personal aggrandizement. “The ‘Ob-
ject’ defined in the present Constitu-
tion calls for the maintenance of an
efficient hospital, in which the preach-
ing of the gospel shall be incorporated
with the medical work.”

* * * *

Two or three other quotations will

serve to give a clearer view of- the
nature of this hospital to which Dr.
Wright is to go. “The Canton Hos-
pital was the first institution of the
kind ever established in the Orient,
and the first benevolent institution of
any kind in Canton. It is the most
noted and one of the largest hospitals
in China, having over two hundred and
fifty beds for patients. It has a repu-
tation which attracts patients from all

parts of this and neighboring prov-
inces. Several million patients have
been treated by it. The hospital has
the confidence and good-will of many
more Chinese, both influential and
poor, than any other institution of

the kind in South- China. Most of the
leading Chinese physicians of the city

hospital and its former medical school,

and province are graduates of this
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and a great many of these men are

prominent Christians.”

H: $ H:

“The hospital occupies a splendid

large and valuable site in a most

central position on the river front.”

Large improvements have recently

been made but it is out of debt. “The
hospital nursing school is second to

none in Canton.” “The several' thou-

sand in-patients, and several tens of

thousands of dispensary patients year-

ly, afford an unrivaled field for med-

ical work.” The Hospital, Medical

School and Nursing School “should

produce first-class Chinese Christian

doctors and nurses, which will sim-

plify the staffing of out-stations and

Mission hospitals. The Missions re-

quiring such should assist in produc-

ing them.”
* * * *

“The hospital offers a unique oppor-

tunity for evangelistic work among the

tens of thousands of patients treated

annually. This work is only limited

by the size of the staff. As the patients

return cured, with a knowledge of the

gospel, to their homes in all parts of

this and neighboring provinces, an

opening wedge for missionary effort is

made in these places. Thus for sev-

enty-nine years the Canton Hospital

has been a large factor in the evangel-

istic work of the province, and has

helped and is still helping all the Mis-

sions in this way.” It is expected
that Dr. Wright will take up his new
duties as a member of the medical staff

about the first of the year 1917. The
Lord bless him in what we trust will

prove a larger field and wider influ-

ence, and make his labors even more
fruitful than they have been in Tak
Hing! The effort to have the Rocke-
feller Foundation pay his salary was
unsuccessful.

The following extracts are from a

personal letter from Dr. A. I. Robb

:

Tak Hing, October 6.

We left the Island ten days early

in order to get to Lo Ting in time to

do some work there. I held commu-
nion at Che Tsai, Lo King and Lo Ting.

Two infants were baptized at Che Tsai

and two adults at Lo Ting. The work

over there is in need of a man right

on the job, but the field is fine. I

passed through a market town called

Lo Ping, some sixteen miles from Lo

Ting. It is in the middle of a valley, in

which there are, perhaps, fifty thou-

sand people within a radius of two
miles or less. At Lo King one can

stand up on a little hill and count a

hundred villages. I have scarcely seen

anything to equal it in China. Lo Ting

is our big field and easier to work
after you get to it than Tak Hing.

We left Lo Ting on Tuesday of this

week. I left Lo King on Monday and

we came down the river. It was rain-

ing and the river high and my hair

has hardly laid down yet after our

shooting of the rapids. Five brawny

men who seemed to know every inch

of the river guided our little craft

down a steep slope on which were

three big rocks, and the current shot

us at each of them in turn with such

rapidity and force that I marvel yet

that human strength was able to turn

us in time, and we missed apparently

by fractions of an inch. Left Lo Ting

the next day at 2.20 and were in Tak

Hing by Wednesday noon, which is a

quick trip.

The Record of Christian Work says

that the Baptist church at Macao has

just received into its membership Mrs.

Sun Yat Sen, the wife of the well-

known Chinese reformer. Mrs. Sun

was baptized in the sea not far from

the spot where, one hundred years ago,

Robert Morrison baptized the first

Protestant convert in China.
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All the World, the excellent little

quarterly issued in the interest of the
Home Department of the Foreign
Mission Board of the Presbyterian
Church, gives all of the October num-
ber to the subject of “The Cultivation
of the Home Church for Foreign Mis-
sions.” We wish all our pastors could
read it through. From the many
short, helpful articles we give our
readers pairt of the “Foreword,” by
Dr. Halsey

; “The Missionary Pastor,”
by Charles A. Wilson and “The Every
Member Canvass” by David McCon-
aghy.

CULTIVATION OF THE HOME
CHURCH

The Conference of the Foreign Mis-
sions’ Boards of the United States and
Canada, which meets once a year, usu-
ally at Garden City, has for many
years had a committee on the Home
Base. This committee has now been
consolidated with the Committee on
Reference and Counsel as a sub-com-
mittee. It is now known as the “Com-
mittee on the Cultivation of the Home
Church for Foreign Missions.” The
first meeting of this sub-committee
was held a few weeks ago. After
thorough discussion of various topics

to be presented within the coming
year to the Home Church, in con-

nection with Foreign Missions, it was
the unanimous conclusion of members
of the committee that the emphasis
should be put upon the missionary
pastor. In a report of the Home Base
Committee presented a year ago this

subject was clearly defined as follows

:

“The missionary pastor rightly

stands at the head of the list. He is

the pivotal man. He holds the key to

the situation. In an ideal scheme for

a missionary church the pastor occu-

pies the central position. The prob-

lem of organizing missions in the local

church is at present the most pressing

problem in connection with the Cul-

tivation of the Home Church. The
pastor can solve this problem. We be-

lieve it is the province of the Commit-

tee on Home Base (now Committee
on Cultivation of the Home Church)
to inform, enthuse and inspire the
pastor.”

It is hoped that during the coming
months this committee will prepare
some suitable literature which will be
helpful to pastors. Meanwhile we
would call special attention of pastors
to the “Church Missionary Commit-
tee” a manual of suggestions which
was published some years ago, and is

still the most valuable statement of

the Missionary Committee which has
yet been published.

The articles in this number of All

the World are designed to aid the busy
pastor in his effort to cultivate for-

eign missions in the Home Church..
A. W. Halsey, D. D.,

Secretary of the Presbyterian Board
of Foreign Missions.—From All the World.

THE MISSIONARY PASTOR
I.

Nothing promotes missionary inter-

est like, the motive of love, and the

compulsion of the Great Commission.
Beginning at Jerusalem the Apostles

were to witness for Christ “in all

Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the

uttermost part of the earth.” They
felt themselves under bonds to obey

their Lord’s command, and to testify

to what they had seen and heard. All

Christians are to be his witnesses.

Obedience should be joyful and opti-

mistic. He promises His presence to

the end of the age. His presence is

the assurance of success in evangelism

at home, and in missions abroad. The
field is the world ; and this fact rightly

grasped will nrevent a one-sided de-

velopment to "the exalting of one phase

of activity to the exclusion of another.

The writer, who is in the fifth year

of his present pastorate, has endeav-

ored to lift these fundamental facts

out of the commonplace and to give

them conspicuous position in the every

day thought of his people. The re-
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sponse has been a growing missionary
interest, with greatly increased con-
tributions for foreign work, accom-
panied also with no small effort in

evangelizing the local community.
As to the means pursued, what-

ever may be out of the ordinary, if

there is anything in the missionary
interest in this particular church, is

due largely to prayer. The larger par-

ish of the great world all about is fre-

quently remembered in prayer by the

minister in the pulpit; by the minis-

ter, the superintendent, or some other

in the Sabbath school ; and by general

prayer services in the Women's Mis-
sionary meetings, which are held once
a month. In addition, much instruc-

tion is given from the pulpit as to the

world-need for the witness to Christ.

Missionary sermons, though seldom
called by that name, are given by the

minister on an average of about once
a quarter. Reference is frequently

made to incidents on the foreign field

for illustrative purposes in showing
the progress of the kingdom. Mis-

sionaries at home on furlough, when
within reach, are invited to speak to

the Missionary Society, the Sabbath
school, the Young People’s Society, or

the congregation from the pulpit. A
capable speaker from the Sabbath
school, called the missionary superin-

tendent, is appointed to give a short

talk on missions to the school at the

opening exercises once a month. In-

struction has proven to be the mother
of interest.

The results of these methods have
not been all that could be wished, but

they have been encouraging. The
growing interest in Foreign Missions

has not lessened the interest in the

local work, or diminished the local

support. In fact it is -not easy to di-

vorce the community activities from
the larger activities of world-evangel-

ization. During the development of

the missionary spirit the church has
experienced seasons of refreshing,

with large accessions to membership

;

about three hundred having been add-

ed, thus doubling the membership in a

little more than four years. Mean-
while a mortgage of $13,500 on the
building and a floating debt of $1030
have been paid in full. The Women’s
Missionary Society grew in three
years from thirty to one hundred
members, and recently made a great
forward movement by substituting
the pledge system of raising money
for the old plan of small membership
dues. By this plan each member of

the society decides upon the amount
of her pledge, with the result that the
amount pledged for the ensuing year
is several times the amount secured
by dues in previous years. The sup-
port of two missionaries of our For-
eign Board of China has been assumed
by two individuals of this church, and
the sum-total of contributions to the
Foreign Board is now twenty times
the total of the church’s gifts four
years ago.

Charles A. Wilson,
Pastor the First Presbyterian Church,

Chanute, Kansas.
—From All the World.

THE EVERY MEMBER CANVASS

I. The Every Member Plan.
The Every Member Plan is the true

Apostolic succession to the Forward
Movement. For more than a decade
prior to 1902 the contributions for

Foreign Missions had not increased;

indeed, they had actually declined. In

1890 they amounted to $863,501; in

1901 to $863,076, and in the interven-

ing period they had fallen as low (in

1897) as $719,192. No wonder that

thoughtful men such as Mr. E. A. K.

Hackett, of Fort Wayne, Ind.—who
has recently gone up to his reward

—

and the late Mr. John H. Converse, of

Philadelphia, had it laid heavily upon
their hearts to try to find a way of

securing a worthier support. Mr.
Hackett’s chief concern was to enlist

more large givers. Mr. Converse said,

“What is needed most is to greatly in-

crease the number of comparatively

small givers rather than the compar-
atively small number of large givers.”
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The fact was that both classes needed
to be greatly increased; but the fun-
damental need was to find a better
system of giving for the great mass
of our church members who, with an
occasional collection, failed to meet
their responsibility for the mission-
ary and benevolent work of the
church. The Forward Movement, in

connection with the Foreign Board,
was the laboratory in which was
wrought out the Every Member Plan

;

now it is approved by the entire

church and adopted by about 60 per
cent, of all our churches which have
as many as 25 members. The effect

upon the receipts of all the Boards
has been unmistakable. Since 1903
the income of the Foreign Board has
doubled. At the same time the in-

come of all the Boards has likewise

doubled; indeed, since 1900 the in-

crease has been 108 per cent., reach-

ing $4,527,441 this year, while during
the same period the membership has
increased but 34 per cent.

But, as the Continent, in its notable

front-page editorial of August 31st

made transparently clear, the Every
Member Plan is “something more
than finance.” It stated unqualifiedly

that “never in all the progress of

American churches has an idea suc-

ceeded so suddenly and completely as

the Every Member Canvass. The
subscription method has won out ab-

solutely.”

True, the road-bed is nearly laid.

But what is far more important is the

power. And if the churches come to

depend upon a mere method—even

though it be the Scriptural one—there

will be immeasurable loss. The pastor

of a large Eastern church actually

wrote recently to one of the Boards
that his church had “adopted the bud-

get system, and at the same time made
a rule not to distribute the literature

of any of the Boards.” Alongside of

that almost unbelievable misconcep-

tion, put these closing sentences from
the editorial already referred to:

“Especially ought the alert pastor to

make advance in cultivating among

his people intelligence and conscience
on the laws for the Scriptural dedica-
tion of their substance to God’s work.
He must work harder to educate them
concerning the objects that God asks
Christians to help bring to pass in the
extension of His kingdom. Around
the whole circle of the church’s Ben-
evolent Boards he ought to swing in
a deliberate and careful orbit periodi-
cally, showing where each links up
with the profoundest issues of God’s
intent for a better world. Yes, it is

time to make the Every Member Plan
mean more.”—David McConaughy,
in All the World.

MISSIONGRAMS
From Men and Missions.

As an illustration of how large a

part one missionary may have in in-

creasing the membership of the church

it is reported that the Rev. Wilbur C.

Swearer, who died recently after fif-

teen years in Korea, personally organ-

ized three hundred churches and re-

ceived sixteen thousand people into the

church.

It is stated that the members of the

churches in Hawaii give on an average
‘ from sixteen to eighteen dollars a year

to the church. This is a very much
higher average than that reached by

a majority of the church members in

the United States.

The China Continuation Committee

has suggested that a week of special

evangelistic meetings be held through-

out China, January 28-February 4.

Every member of the Church is asked

to take part so that the evangelistic re-

sponsibility of the whole Church may

be emphasized. The plan is perhaps

the most comprehensive yet outlined

in China to call out the lay forces of

the various churches and to give them

a definite task.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Edited by Mrs. J. S. Martin and Mrs. T. H. Acheson

WORLD MISSIONS AND WORLD
PEACE

Chapter IV.

1. What was the seed-bed of foreign
missions ?

2. How long time between the begin-
ning of the Reformation and the
birth of Protestant missions ?

3. What witnesses were there to the
duty carrying gospel in the in-

terval ?

4. Why is it said that three centuries
lie between the Reformation and
missions?

5. What was the second reason for
misspent effort?

6. When did the religious wars come
to an end?

7. What was the condition of the
Lutheran church ?

8. Who was the leader in the revival
in Germany?

9. Where was the first training
school for missionaries?

10. Who were the first Protestant mis-
sionaries, and by whom sent?

11. What work did Ziegenbalg leave?

12. What was the work of Schwartz?
13. What became of this mission?
14. Who and what was John Huss?
15. Who was his English forerunner?

16. What was their fate?

17. What were the tenets of the Mor-
avians ?

18. What was the record of Herren-
hut?

19. Where was the early Moravian
missions ?

20. What was the number of evangel-
ical Christians in 1800, and
where found?

21. What fields were there in America
for missionary labor?

22. What were the prevailing forms
of heathenism ?

23. About how many souls ?

24. Where, when, and by whom was
the first missionary society
founded?

25. With what sum did missions be-
gin?

26. Who were the first sent out?
27. What society was formed in 1795?
28. What other societies soon after?
29. Give some account of Carey and

his work?
30. Where and when were the first

women’s societies formed?
31. Who was the first Hindoo convert,

and when converted?
32. What famous missionary sent out

in 1802, and his great work?
33. When was the British and For-

eign Bible Society formed?
34. Who was the first Protestant mis-

sionary to China, when sent out
and what his work?

35. When and where was the first

meeting of the A. B. C. F. M.?
36. Who were their first missionaries?
37. In what two countries was their

work in 1819.
38. Who was the “martyr of Erro-

manga ?”

39. When was work begun in Con-
stantinople ?

40. When in the Sandwich Islands?
41. What were some of the results of

Carey’s work?
42. Of the work in the Fiji Islands?
43. Of Livingstone’s work?
44. What are some of the activities of

missionaries?
45. What work begun in Egypt by the

United Presbyterians?
46. What great work finished in 1865 ?

47. When was the first Protestant
church built in Japan?

48. When was Korea opened to for-

eigners ?

49. What outbreak in China in 1900?
50. How many countries and societies

represented in the Council of

1900? Mary E. Metheny.



•3o6 OLIVE TREES

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
SOLDIERS OF THE PRINCE

Chapter II.

Why Do Men and Nations Quarrel?
Dear Boys and Girls

:

Men and nations quarrel for the
same reason you do—because they
have not become subjects of the Prince
of Peace. When men everywhere en-
list in the army of our commander,
this Prince of Peace, and when nations
acknowledge him as “King of Kings
and Lord of Lords” then they will no
longer quarrel with each other, for all

will be loyal subjects of one Almighty
King.
Our problem then is to bring all

people and nations to acknowledge
Christ as King. This is our duty as
soldiers of the Prince. We know that
when this is accomplished, we will also

have become the world conquerors we
enlisted to be. How then are we to do
this?

If you have ever read stories of

great battles in history,, you will re-

member that the commander planned
and ordered each move, the soldier’s

duty was simply to obey. So in our
army—the Prince of Peace himself
has made plans for bringing all people
to recognize his authority and we have
only to obey orders. He gives these

orders in different ways. Sometimes
they come through our superior offi-

cers, ministers, parents, teachers

;

sometimes we get them direct through
the book he has given us to tell us

what we should do. We should, then,

be very careful to obey all superior

officers and try to learn all we can
from his Word in order that we may
carry out his plans and so put a stop

as soon as possible to these terrible

wars.
There is one command that Christ

gives to all his followers, “Love one
another as I have loved you.” He
loved us so much that he was willing

to die for us. If men obeyed his com-
mands as they should, would they be

shooting each other by thousands over

in Europe today? People could not

quarrel and fight with each other if
they loved one another as Christ loves
us.

Do you not see how love—love for
God first and then because of that love
for all our fellowmen—would trans-
form this world? Selfishness, greed,
envy, jealousy, suspicion, bad disposi-
tions, ugly tempers, false ideas, and all

the various other things that cause
quarreling and jangling and wicked-
ness would melt and disappear under
the steady beam of a love universal.
“Love suffereth long, and is kind; love
envieth not; love vaunteth not itself,

is not puffed up, doth not behave itself

unseemly, seeketh not its own . . . bear-
eth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things.

Think what a wonderful world this

would be if all men took the Prince of

Peace as their leader and because of

love and obedience to him, loved each
other so much that there could never
be any more quarreling and fighting.

No more men shot, no more mothers
and little children without husbands
and fathers, cold and homeless and
starving this winter weather, if love

came. No more poverty, with not
enough to eat and to wear and lack of

Christmas cheer in any homes in all

this big United States of ours if- all

obeyed the command to love one an-

other. Shall we not each one of us do
our best as soldiers , of the Prince to

win as many people as possible to his

service? Not one of you are too small.

Live a life of love yourselves and with-

out saying a word you may win others

to Christ. “Love never faileth.” Speak,

then, to others about the wonderful
happiness and great good that comes
from serving the Prince of Peace, and
because you live the beautiful life

yourself, others will want to make
their lives like yours. This is some-

thing each one of us can do. There

is a most splendid reward—in this

world we shall have a joy and peace

and happiness beyond measure and in

the world to come everlasting life in

that beautiful home Christ tells us of
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in his word. More than this God tells

us that “They that be wise shall shine
as the brightness of the firmament;
and they that turn many to righteous-
ness as the stars forever and ever.’

,

Mary A. McWilliams.

We hope that all who have not al-

ready gotten the book, “Soldiers of

the Prince,” for use in their Mission
Band work, will do so now. We would
urge all to use it as it has been well

recommended and proves very suit-

able and interesting to the children.

Beaver Falls, Pa., Nov. 14, 1916.

Dear Editor

:

The Y. W. C. A. of Geneva College

are very glad of the opportunity to tell

the people of the Covenanter Church
about the work of their organization.

The Y. W. C. A. has had in former
years, and continues to have, a won-
derful influence upon the girls of the

school. It teaches them to be unselfish

and prepares them for a broad life of

human sympathy. It brings the girls

closer together in a spiritual way and
prepares them for the Christian work
which they will be called upon to do
after they leave college.

We expect to have Mission Study
classes this winter. The Freshmen to

be taught by a Sophomore, the Soph-
omores by a Junior, the Juniors by a

Senior and a member of the faculty

will have charge of the Senior class.

A great deal of practical training is

received from this method of Mission
Study and will be a great help to the

girls in later years.

The social side of the Y. W. C. A. is

also an important feature. The recep-

tions and teas which are held each

year help the girls to become ac-

quainted with each other and promote
a feeling of good fellowship. The
Social Committee is wide awake, and
makes the social side of the organiza-

tion as attractive as possible.

A very important phase of the Y.

W. C. A. is the Social Service work.

The purpose is to help the women of

the community in any possible way, to
visit the sick, to send boxes to mission
schools or to the needy at Christmas
time, and to do any possible service
that may help to brighten some one’s
life. It makes the girls think more of
other people’s welfare and leads them
to a better and happier life by being
of service to some one else.

Last year we raised money by sell-

ing Christmas favors, place cards, sta-

tionery, Japanese ware, chocolate bars
and similar methods are being used
this year. The money is used to send
delegates to the Eaglesmere Conven-
tion. The Missionary money which is

collected each week is used to help
support a missionary.
The Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A.

have charge of the Students’ Prayer
Meeting, which is held each Sabbath
evening before church. These meet-
ings are very well attended by the stu-

dents and are a wonderful inspiration

and help to every one.

We have forty-one members in our
Y. W. C. A. this year. Every one is

wide awake and anxious to help in

the work in any way and we hope that

the influence of our organization will

always be good, true and noble.

Sincerely,
Lillian B. Edie,

Secretary Y. W. C. A.

The Woman’s Missionary Society of

College Hill R. P. Congregation wishes

to be remembered to the readers of

Olive Trees, and to say that we are

still alive and endeavoring to do our

share of work in our own little corner

of the vineyard.

We hold one regular meeting each

month, usually at the house of one of

the members, at which time we have

our business meeting and our Mission

Study.
We are beginning the study of the

book, “World Missions and World
Peace.”
We are not planning any work for

raising money as we have found the

weekly envelope system so successful
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that we have no need to raise funds
in other ways.
We have adopted a plan, suggested

by the Plan of Work Committee that
we meet every few weeks at the cal]

of the committee, for sewing. The
members are to bring any outgrown
garments that would be of use to the
needy. These garments are to be
mended while we enjoy a social time
together. These mended clothes are
to be packed away and placed at the
disposal of the Relief Committee.

This serves the double purpose of
having a box of clothes ready to be
distributed when needed, and of bring-
ing the women of the congregation a
little closer together.
Every member of the society is a

member of the Calling Committee, and
is expected to bring help and cheer
where loneliness, sorrow, or sickness
come into a home. We may not always
appreciate the importance of this

Christian duty. James says, “Pure
religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this. To visit the father-

less and widows in their affliction and
to keep himself unspotted from the
world.”

PLAN OF WORK OF THE GENEVA
L. M. S.

The L. M. S. of Geneva Congrega-
tion meets on the first Thursday of

each month, usually in the church. The
first half hour is spent in devotional

exercises, conducted by each member
in turn. This is followed by the reg-

ular business meeting, after which we
have the Mission Study conducted by
Mrs. M. E. Metheny, whose long ex-

perience in the mission field has made
her a most interesting and instructive

leader and teacher. We are taking up
the study of “World Missions and
World Peace” by Miss Caroline Mason.

It is the aim this year to contribute

to each mission of our church at the

time appointed by Synod for each col-

lection.

A Relief Committee reports at each
meeting the number of calls made,

amount of clothing distributed, and
help given in various ways. Special
meetings are planned to sew for needy
families and to help them as opportu-
nities are afforded.

Mrs. J. C. Slater.

The Patterson Heights W. M. S. was
organized about two years ago with a
membership of twelve.
We have done nothing very original

or striking, but our monthly meetings
have broadened our knowledge and
deepened our interest in the cause of
missions and so have been worth while.
As many of our members have been

in the Covenanter Church only a few
years we thought best to begin with
a systematic study of the different
missions. This study proved to be
very interesting, both to those who
were hearing of Cache Creek, Tak
Hing and Latakia for the first time
and to the others more or less ac-

quainted with the history and geog-
raphy of the mission fields.

Last year we studied “Fifty Years
of Mission Work in Syria,” but we ex-
pect to omit the Mission Study this

winter.
Following our devotional exercises

we have news items from our home
and foreign fields, usually with read-
ing of extracts from Olive Trees.
After the routine business of the so-

ciety is transacted about an hour is

devoted to work, usually sewing.
We have made bandages for the hos-

pital in China, hemmed napkins and
towels for our local hospital, made
underwear and quilt patches for the

sale held last winter at the Indian Mis-
sion

;
packed a barrel of fruit each fall

for the Aged People’s Home, made and
sold a number of aprons, made and
quilted a quilt and are now working
on another and more elaborate one.

We have had quite a number of spe-

cial meetings when we had the pleas-

ure of having some of our missionaries

with us.

One of the objects of the forming of

this society was the drawing into
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closer touch the women of the com-
munity, whether members of the Cov-
enanter Church or not. This is being
accomplished and the society has also

For these reasons we feel we have
been of service in assisting with the
social and religious work of the
Chapel.
justified our existence. It is some-
thing to be a part, however small, of

a great work.

GREELEY, COLO., L. M. S.

The October meeting of the L. M. S.

of the Greeley Congregation, R. P. C.,

was unusually interesting, and so we
thought it worth reporting to Olive
Trees. Mrs. S. J. McAfee, wife of our
big, genial, County Sheriff, acted as

hostess. Miss Ada Moreland led the

devotional service, the subject being
“Worthwhile Amusements.”

In response to letters of inquiry sent

out by our Corresponding Secretary,

four letters were read from the In-

dian, Southern and Jewish Missions,

respectively, and one from the Na-
tional Reform Association. Acting on
the suggestions for help, we voted the

sum of five dollars to each mission,

and two dollars to the N. R. Associa-

tion for the anti-polygamy crusade.

Mrs. Wylie gave a most concise, but
complete, review of the Mission Study
book, “World’s Missions and World’s

Peace,” • in such an interesting way
that the society decided at once to take

up the study.

Mrs. Susie Faris gave the regular

monthly review of the magazine,

Missionary Review ,
including a most

lucid and inspiring synopsis of the

Mexican situation. Mrs. Hanna Speer

reviewed the September Olive Trees.

Following the suggestion of the

Eighth Street Pittsburgh Society, our

President assigned to each member
the name of a country, to report on

each day for the remainder of the year.

It was with a feeling of regret that

the society accepted the resignation of

our much-loved and efficient President,

Mrs. Myrta M. Dodds, who lays down
the active duties of the office only to

assume a greater responsibility as
president of the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union of Greeley, the
largest union in the State of Colorado,
a union of almost 250 members. We
did so in the spirit of self-sacrifice,

feeling that the need for the latter was
the greater at the present hour, as

Colorado is passing through the most
bitter struggle in the history of the
campaign for a dry State. We are
working and praying to defeat the pas-

sage of an amendment to the consti-

tution, permitting the manufacture
and sale of beer in the State, on the

grounds that “beer is a non-intoxi-

cant,” and this fight is to a finish. Mrs.
Bedford, Vice President, takes Mrs.
Dodd’s place.

At the close of the meeting a social

half hour followed, and one of our
members who had recently been
quietly married was surprised by the

presentation of a beautiful framed pic-

ture of a bit of our own mountain
scenery. The recipient was Mrs. Re-
becca Lewis (nee McClellan). Our
next meeting will be in the church,

November 11, for an all-day meeting

for work.
Mrs. G. S. Bedford,

President.

Christian laymen in Japan have car-

ried through several large projects in

recent years which have attracted the

attention of the Christian world. The
expenses of the widespread newspaper
discussion of Christianity, which
reached six million readers daily in the

interest of the national evangelistic

campaign last year, was financed by

one man, Baron Morimura. This same
earnest Christian layman has recently

given a sum, the equivalent of $100,-

000, to found a chair of Christianity

in the Imperial University at Tokyi.

jrg-p, Until further notice
send all communica-

tions to 500 Catharine St.
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AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED BY SYNOD FOR FOREIGN WORK, 1916-17.

THE LEVANT CHINA

$25,000.00 $30,000.00
Receipts up to Nov. 14th 8,800.51 3,561.50

Balance needed . $16,199.49 $26,438.50

Levant Mission Overdrawn, $9,467.60.

China Mission Overdrawn, $1,445.45.

We thank the Agents and individ-

uals who have already sent in sub-

scriptions for 1917. We are especially

grateful that each list so far has at

least one new subscriber. We hope the
remaining lists will have many new
names. Will individuals, who them-
selves enjoy Olive Trees, try and se-

cure their friends and neighbors as

subscribers ?

Any profit from Olive Trees will

go to the Mission Treasury.
The following are a few expressions

of appreciation received during the

last few days

:

‘‘We look for Olive Trees eagerly

and read every word.”

“I enjoy reading the Olive Trees
so much and would not like to do with-

out it.”

“I appreciate the little magazine
very much, and enjoy reading it. It

is worth more than the price asked for

it. I have taken it for about twenty-

five years and would feel lost without

it.”

“The high standard of Olive Trees
keeps up.”

“We read every word of Olive
Trees from beginning to end. We
always find it fresh and interesting.”

“We have received more than a dol-

lar’s worth of good from reading a

single copy.”

The first man to confess Christ in

the Chinese province of Kweichow,
Elder Chen, has recently passed to his

reward. The occasion of his conver-

sion is worth recording. He had serv-

ed as teacher in Chinese to a mis-

sionary, knew about the Gospel, and

cared nothing for it. One day he was
standing with the missionary as he

preached in a country market place.

The crowd was rude and threatening.

The missionary, fearing a riot, took

great pains to extricate Mr. Chen
from the danger, saying of him that

he was not a Christian and had no

interest in the Gospel, but was merely

engaged to teach books. “Whatever
they might do to himself he hoped
they would let Mr. Chen go quickly

on his way.” This proceeding ap-

peared very strange to Mr. Chen, who
felt convinced that the God the mis-

sionary preached must be very pow-

erful to keep him so unconcerned

about himself while he took so great

pains to help others. His reflections

upon the matter led to his acceptance

of Christ. He became a man of

prayer, deeply read in the Scriptures.

During the Boxer trial he refused

flight. “Can I hide?” he said, “my
face is my signboard. For twenty

years I have been known throughout

this city as a preacher of the Gospel

;

can I now be hid? I will stay here

and die.” Happily, however, he was
spared for fifteen years’ longer serv-

ice.—Record of Christum Work.
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Latakia, Syria.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Mrs. J. S. Stewart
Rev. Samual Edgar, ) - , ,

Mrs. Samuel Edgar \
on furlouSh * •

J. M. Balph, M. D., ) ,

Mrs. J. M. Balph .
. j

011 furlou£h—
Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss M. Florence Mearns, on fur’gh

Mersine, Asia Minor.

Rev. Robt. E. Willson, ) -
,

,

Mrs. Robt. E. Willson
j

on lur gn

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland— ...

Mrs. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D
Mrs. John Peoples
Mr. J. French Carithers
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Miss F. Elma French, on furlough .
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Mr. Wilbur Weir
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,
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Mrs. D. R. Taggart

j without salary

Miss Ella Margaret Stewart
Miss Jennie M. Dean
Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell
Mrs. Ernest C. Mitchell
E. J. M. Dickson, M. D
Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson
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Indian Mission.
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,
Okla.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, D. D., Superintend-
ent

Rev. Owen F. Thompson
Miss Mary McFarland
Miss Minta Allen
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Miss Ellen Wilson
Miss Fay Taylor
Mr. Moyer Williams
Mr. Clay Williams

Mission of the Covenant, 800 South 5th St.,

Philadelphia, Pa.

Miss Annie Forsyth,
Miss Emma M. McFarland

Volunteer Workers.
Miss Mary Grey
Miss Mazie Steele
Miss Anna Thompson
Miss Mary Pfiel Adams
Miss Eunice Flagg
Miss Ruth McCandless
Dr. Robert C. Duncan

Southern Mission.

Selma
,
Ala.

Rev. George A. Edgar, D. D., Superintend-
ent, Knox Academy

Miss Margaret Martin, Principal of High
School

Miss Ella M. Hays, Grammar School
Miss Elvira Sims
Miss Ella Frazier
Miss Ella Thompson
Mrs. M. I. Robb
Mrs. G. M. Sims
Mrs. Ellen Senegal
Miss M. E. Fowler, Sup’t Girls’ Industrial '

Department
Miss Ora B. Shelton, Assistant Girls* In-

dustrial Department
Miss Anna Sims
Miss Mary Wilson
Mrs. P. C. Ashurst, Music
Miss Sophie Kingston, East Selma
Miss Laura Mae Kingston, East Selma
Miss Gussie Ware, Valley Creek
Mrs. L. Kynett, Pleasant Grove
Prof. W. M. Bottoms, Sup’t Boys* Indus-

trial Department
Mrs. S. A. Parker
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